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Kincardine United Church 

Advent 3 – Joy 
December 14th, 2025     11:00 a.m. 

 

Bold print in the bulletin invites you to say the words.  

Kincardine United Church, 721 Princes Street, Kincardine, ON N2Z 2X5  

Phone: 519-396-2391 

Judy Zarubick: jzarubick@hurontel.on.ca   Judy’s Phone: 519-386-1440  
 

 

Worship Leader: Liz Dillman 

 
 

 
 

PRELUDE       Carol Sing 
 

WELCOME 
 
ACKNOWLEDGEMENT OF THE LAND  
We acknowledge that we at Kincardine United Church live, work, 
worship and play on the traditional territories of the Saugeen 
Ojibwe, and the other Indigenous peoples who preceded them.   
As we celebrate the birth of Jesus once again, we remember 
everything this birth means for our whole world and all people: 
hope, peace, joy and love.  May we live our lives moving gently in 
creation, listening, learning and striving to be people of 
reconciliation. 
 
ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 
INTROIT    In Sweet Rejoicing                    arr. David Hamilton 
 
 

mailto:jzarubick@hurontel.on.ca


 

2  

LIGHTING OF JOY ADVENT CANDLE 
“The wilderness and the dry land shall be glad; the desert shall rejoice 
and blossom; like the crocus it shall blossom abundantly and rejoice 
with joy and shouting.” (Isaiah 35:1‒2) 
What does joy feel like in the new world? 
Joy feels like everlasting love. 
Joy feels like the freedom to be who God created me to be. 
Joy feels like sharing love and kindness. 
Joy feels like pride. 
Advent is the beginning of this new world, a better world, 
Where joy boldly bubbles up in unexpected places. 
May it be so.   (Third candle (pink) is lit.)   Amen. 

United Church of Canada 
 

SINGING OF VU #34   
Come now, O God of joy 
We are your people, 
Pour out your spirit 
That we be one body. 
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                             
CALL TO WORSHIP  
We gather in this time of waiting we call Advent, 
to reflect upon our lives, our faith, our past, present and future. 
We gather to support each other through the coming season of 
Christmas, with its joy for some and sorrow for others. 
We gather to reset ourselves on our faith journey within our 
Christian family, the Church. 
Let us worship God, who gives us Jesus, the Christ, 
alive in the past, in the present and in the future. 
Thanks be to God! 

George Allen, Chatham, Ont. 
 

ANTHEM   Hurry, Hurry to Bethlehem       Price & Besig 
 
OPENING PRAYER                             Laura Turnbull, Penticton, B.C. 
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HYMN   VU#59   Joy to the World 
  
PRAYER OF CONFESSION (unison) 
Gracious Judge, we look around us and we are not proud of what 
we see.  People criticize each other and listen only to those who 
agree with them. We grumble and think the past holds the 
solutions, forgetting its inequities and iniquities. We are impatient 
for things to improve  
but we do not want to change our ways. 
Forgive us for sharing in the ungrateful mood of our times, and 
renew in us the joy and gratitude we once knew 
for your gifts to us in Christ Jesus.  Amen 
 
WORDS OF ASSURANCE  
 
HYMN  VU#326  O For a Thousand Tongues to Sing 
 
PRAYER OF ILLUMINATION 
 
RESPONSIVE READING  Luke 1:46-55, VU page 898 
My soul proclaims God's greatness. 
 My spirit rejoices in God my saviour.   
For you have looked with favour on your lowly servant. 
 From this day all generations will call me blessed. 
You have done great things for me, O Most Mighty. 
 Hallowed be your Name! 
You have mercy on those who fear you, 
  From one generation to another.   
 

You took action with a strong arm. 
 You scattered the proud in their conceit. 
You pulled the mighty from their thrones. 
 You raised the lowly. 
You filled the hungry with good things. 
 You sent the rich away empty. 
You come to the aid of your servant, Israel, 
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 for you remembered your promise of mercy, 
 to our ancestors, Abraham and Sarah,  
 and to their children in every age.   
 
OLD TESTAMENT READING:  Isaiah 35:1-10 
The Return of the Redeemed to Zion 
35 The wilderness and the dry land shall be glad; 
    the desert shall rejoice and blossom; 
like the crocus 2 it shall blossom abundantly 
    and rejoice with joy and shouting. 
The glory of Lebanon shall be given to it, 
    the majesty of Carmel and Sharon. 
They shall see the glory of the Lord, 
    the majesty of our God.  
3 Strengthen the weak hands 
    and make firm the feeble knees. 
4 Say to those who are of a fearful heart, 
    “Be strong, do not fear! 
Here is your God. 
    He will come with vengeance, 
with terrible recompense. 
    He will come and save you.” 
5 Then the eyes of the blind shall be opened, 
    and the ears of the deaf shall be opened; 
6 then the lame shall leap like a deer, 
    and the tongue of the speechless sing for joy. 
For waters shall break forth in the wilderness 
    and streams in the desert; 
7 the burning sand shall become a pool 
    and the thirsty ground springs of water; 
the haunt of jackals shall become a swamp;  
    the grass shall become reeds and rushes. 
8 A highway shall be there,  
    and it shall be called the Holy Way; 
the unclean shall not travel on it,  
    but it shall be for God’s people;  



 

5  

    no traveler, not even fools, shall go astray. 
9 No lion shall be there, 
    nor shall any ravenous beast come up on it; 
they shall not be found there, 
    but the redeemed shall walk there. 
10 And the ransomed of the Lord shall return 
    and come to Zion with singing; 
everlasting joy shall be upon their heads; 
    they shall obtain joy and gladness, 
    and sorrow and sighing shall flee away. 
 
HYMN  VU#44   It Came Upon a Midnight Clear 
 
NEW TESTAMENT READING  James 5:7-10 
Patience in Suffering 
7 Be patient, therefore, brothers and sisters, until the coming of the 
Lord. The farmer waits for the precious crop from the earth, being 
patient with it until it receives the early and the late rains. 8 You also 
must be patient. Strengthen your hearts, for the coming of the Lord is 
near. 9 Brothers and sisters, do not grumble against one another, so 
that you may not be judged. See, the Judge is standing at the doors! 
10 As an example of suffering and patience, brothers and sisters, take 
the prophets who spoke in the name of the Lord.  
 

DOXOLOGY      VU #321 (verse 4) 
Eternal Triune God, let all the hosts above, let all on each below, 
record and dwell upon your love.  When heaven and earth have 
fled before your glorious face, may all the saints your love has 
made sing everlasting praise. 
 
MEDITATION   The Importance of Patience 
 
 
PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE 
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THE LORD’S PRAYER 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name.  Thy 
kingdom come, thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.  Give 
us this day our daily bread and forgive our trespasses as we 
forgive those who trespass against us.  Lead us not into 
temptation but deliver us from evil for thine is the kingdom, the 
power and the glory, for ever and ever.  Amen 
 
BLESSING OF THE POINSETTIAS 
 
OFFERING INVITATION 

Bill Steadman, Goulais River U.C., Goulais River, Ont.  
 
OFFERING RESPONSE  
God of all people, we bring our gifts to you.  May our offerings 
and the goodwill of our hearts and lives be magnified and 
multiplied to bring love, justice and compassion for our work here 
in Kincardine and our work in the world. 

Lori Van Santvoort-Jansekovich, Broadway U.C., Thunder Bay, Ont. 
 
HYMN  VU #232   Joyful, Joyful, We Adore you 
 
BENEDICTION        David Sparks,  Rossland, B.C. 
 
SONG OF COMMITMENT  VU#37  Gloria  
Gloria, gloria, in excelsis Deo!  
Gloria, gloria, alleluia, alleluia. 
 
 

POSTLUDE   Go Tell It On The Mountain      arr. David Hamilton 


